
 
 
Taking Your Base Map Measurements  
and Site Photos 
 
 
A detailed and accurate Base Map and Site Photos are essential in creating an effective 
garden design for any space! 
 
Whether you are looking to design a patio space, raised garden bed area, or an entire 
landscape, a good Base Map and Site Photos are the first step for our designers to get 
busy in creating an epic, sustainable, food-forward garden design for you! 
 
Please follow the steps below to prepare a sufficient Base Map and Site Photos to send to 
our designers. This activity should be completed and Base Map and Site Photos sent to 
andrea@teachmetogrow.com at least 24 hours BEFORE your virtual Initial Garden 
Design Consultation appointment. 
 
Please contact us with any questions on this process or if you are having any difficulties 
uploading and sending these items to the above address. Direct all correspondence 
relating to your base map and site photos to andrea@teachmetogrow.com. 
 
Materials: 
 
Base Map 

• Several 8.5”x11” standard white papers, or graph paper of the same size with 
something hard to write on 

• Pencil 
• Fine tip sharpie 
• Measuring tape (15’ or greater for small spaces, 25’ or greater for large spaces) 
• Partner 

 
Site Photos 

• Smart phone or digital camera that connects to computer 
 
 
Steps: 
 
Base Map: 

1. Gather your materials, grab a partner, and head to the area that we’ll be 
designing. This can be a patio, a part of your landscape, or the entire landscape. 

2. You will be measuring the perimeter of the area to be designed as well as any 
additional features already in the area (existing trees, shrubs, walkways, etc). 
Examples of completed base maps can be found on following pages.  



3. Choose one point in the area to start measuring the perimeter from. Generally, a 
corner or obvious landmark somewhere along the perimeter is a good place to 
start. This could be where the landscape meets a building, the edge of a porch, a 
corner of a fence, or where a patio meets grass or dirt, e.g.. 

4. Use a pencil for steps 4-17. 
5. Stand at that location and take a quick visual survey of the lengths that you will 

be measuring, just to familiarize yourself with the perimeter of this space. You 
can lightly sketch a rough concept of the lengths you plan to measure on your 
paper if you’d like, somewhat of a base map of your base map! Or you can simply 
draw a dot to indicate the single starting point on your paper.  

6. Take note of the longer edge of your area and orient your paper to make sure the 
longer lengths of the space will be recorded on the longer edge of the paper. 

7. The goal is to get the entire area’s perimeter measurements on one 8.5’x11’ page. 
The extra pages are in case you mess up or need to start over. 

8. Now, have your partner take your place at the starting point and hold the end of 
the tape, pull the tape out to the next most obvious point in the landscape 
perimeter. This could be an adjoining wall, a tree or shrub, where grass meets 
rock, porch or patio, or a corner. 

9. Draw a line on your paper indicating this length and label it with the 
measurement from your tape as shown in the example base maps. 

10. Now, have your partner take your place at this new point, and pull the tape out to 
the next most obvious point in the landscape perimeter. This could be an 
adjoining wall, a tree or shrub, where grass meets rock, porch or patio, or a 
corner. 

11. Draw a line on your paper indicating this length and label it with the 
measurement from your tape as shown in the example base maps. 

12. Continue with steps 8-9 until you have measured all lengths of the perimeter of 
your design area. You should end right at your starting point, adjoining the line of 
the last perimeter length with the starting point. 

13. If a length ends up being longer than your measuring tape is, stop along that 
length at the end of the tape, note the partial length, have your partner take your 
spot, and complete the length by pulling the tape out again, adding the two 
lengths together. Note the total length on the base map. (e.g. a 24’ length 
measured with a 15’ tape, measure 15’ then have your partner stand at the 15’ 
mark while you pull out the rest, 9’… equaling a total length for that side as 24’). 

14. Don’t worry if the lengths are not drawn to scale… just as long as the 
measurements along the lines that represents each length is accurate! We will 
scale the design using the measurements… not the actual lines. (i.e. a 15’ section 
could end up looking smaller, or the same size line as a 6’ section on accident). 
It’s helpful to try and scale the lines a bit… that’s why you orient your paper to 
reflect the space, but as long as you have all lengths in the space represented with 
its corresponding measurement, we can map it for you. 

15. After you have the perimeter of your area measured out, make notes of anything 
in or near the area, like existing trees, shrubs, perennial areas, cemented areas, 
pergolas, grass, rock areas, slopes, drainage ditches, hills, driveways problem 
areas, existing beds, and anything else in the area that needs to be discussed or 
considered in the design.  



16. Make a note with an arrow, on which direction is North. 
17. Note where any buildings are located that are within shade range of the area. This 

could be a house, garage, shed, carport, etc.  
18. The more notes and additional measurements you make, regarding features, 

plants or structures in the area relevant to the design, the more we can cover in 
our initial consultation to ensure your design is perfect the first time around and 
will expedite the design process! 

19. Now, go inside and trace all of the pencil markings on your base map with a fine 
tip sharpie or pen. This is simply so that when sending or scanning your base 
map to our designers, the lines, details, and measurements are easy to read! 

20. Your Base Map is ready to send! If you need to make any additional notes, make 
them on a separate paper to send to your designer along with your Base Map. 

 
Site Photos 

1. Quality site photos are the lifeblood of a design. It is important for the designer to 
understand the area, any potential shadows, surrounding structures, existing 
plants, shrubs or features, and the relation of the space to the residence. 

2. Using your smart phone or digital camera, stand in the center of the space to be 
designed. Then take multiples pictures while turning in a 3600 circle. This will 
give the designer an idea of the total space with a sequence of photos. This can be 
done in a small or large space and should be anywhere from 8-12 photos in 
sequence. 

3. Next, starting at the starting point from your base map exercise, take more up-
close photos of each length of your area, capturing the landscape from multiple 
angles and distances from the perimeter. Take a look at the example site photos 
attached to get an idea of how your photos should look. 

4. Take additional photos of certain features that may be helpful to the designer, 
like exposed tree roots, edging within the design space, and multiple angles of the 
space in relation to the residence or other structures. We will discuss any 
windows that look into the space or doors that open up to the space and how to 
maximize aesthetics and functionality in relation to these features. 

5. Send these photos to your designer along with your Base Map. You may need to 
compress these photos or attach them in a google drive to send them over, since 
the photos will create a large file size for sending. 

 
Be prepared to discuss your Base Map and Site Photos with your designer during our 
Initial Consultation. We look forward to revealing some epic ideas for design in this 
space! 
 
Please contact us with any questions on this process or if you are having any difficulties 
uploading and sending these items to the above address. Direct all correspondence 
relating to your base map and site photos to andrea@teachmetogrow.com. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
>> Example Base Maps and Site Photos on Following Pages<< 
 
Example Base Map Measurement Drawings: 
 
 

 



 



 
 

 
 



Example Site Photos: 
 
 
 
 

 









































 



 


